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Hands for Peace International Conference
Kiawah Island Golf Resort, South Carolina
February 24 – 26, 2017
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Schedule of Events
Thursday February 23rd

Saturday February 25th

4:00pm -8:00pm Early Registration

7:00 – 7:45am

Friday February 24th
6:30 – 8:15am

Registration

8:30 - 9:00am

Welcome &
Opening Ceremony

9:00 -10:00am

Keynote address by
Jonathan Wolff

Registration

8:00-8:30am
General Meeting with
MEPI Graduate recognition
9:00-10:00am

Guest Speaker
Michael Dorer

10:00-10:30am

Break

with Book Signing by Michael Dorer

10:30-12:00pm

Session 4

12:00pm

Silent Auction ends

10:00-10:30am

Break

12:00-1:30pm

Lunch on your own

10:30-12:00pm

Session 1

1:00

Auction items ready

12:00-1:30pm

Lunch on your own

1:30-3:00pm

Session 2

1:30-3:00pm

Session 5

3:00-3:30 pm

Break

3:00-3:30pm

Break

3:30-5:00pm

Session 3

3:30-4:30pm

Session 6

5:00pm

Pre-dinner
camaraderie with
cash bar

4:30-5:00pm

Closing

Dinner followed by

9:00 am

5:45 on

Book Signing by Michael Dorer

Sunday February 26th
Laughter Yoga
with Kristie

Dancing with our DJ
(coded nametag required for dinner)

for pick up

9:00 am

Run & Ride

with Martha
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KEYNOTE – Jonathan Wolff
Jonathan is a consultant, trainer, speaker and author who
infuses his work in leadership development with 30 years
experience as an educator and administrator.
Founder and Director of Learning for Life and Montessori
Leadership, Jonathan provides retreats, workshops,
consultations and coaching for parents, educators, leaders,
Boards of Directors, community organizations and learning
communities around the globe.
After earning his B.A. degree in Secondary Education from
Temple University, Jonathan began teaching at-risk youth in
Philadelphia. Early in his career, he read several books on
the Montessori philosophy and quickly recognized the power
her work in human development had to effect transformation
not only within the young child, but within adults as well. He went on to study with Mother
Isabelle Eugenie, one of Dr. Montessori’s first students, earned his Early Childhood
Credential through the Association Montessori Internationale (AMI), and began his career as
a Montessori educator at one of the first Head Start Montessori Centers in the United States.
Jonathan’s incisive ability to apply Dr. Montessori’s educational constructs to training adults
led him to positions as a teacher trainer, as the director of education and training for various
education and business organizations, and as the administrator for several nationally
recognized schools. Thirty years in the field have provided him with solid first-hand
experience in leading and managing rapidly growing for-profit and not-for-profit schools,
education institutions and business organizations.
Today, the primary focus of his consulting practice is on leadership development – designing
best practices and writing books and articles that enhance individual and organizational
performance. His creative, interactive programs, his humorous and inspiring teaching style,
and his deep insight into the needs of people and organizations are in demand by
organizations around the world.
MEPI is pleased to have our friend and colleague once again, join our conference!
If you have never attended one of his speaking engagements, or have never taken one of his
workshops, you are in for a treat of Montessori wisdom and wit !
Be sure to visit his table also, for his latest publications, which he will be happy to autograph
for you!
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Special Guest Speaker

Michael Dorer
Michael is a Montessori educator, with a
doctorate in Instructional Leadership, and
Montessori credentials from AMI and AMS for
3-6, and 6-12. He has worked in Montessori
education since 1969 with Toddlers, Children’s
House, Elementary, Adolescents, and adults in
Montessori teacher training. He is a frequent
speaker, presenter, storyteller, and school
consultant.
Michael has written seven Montessori curriculum manuals, and many
articles. His newest book is **The Deep Well of Time: The Transformative
Power of Storytelling in the Classroom, published by Parent-Child Press.
Michael is retired Director of Montessori at St. Catherine University and
founded the Montessori Institute at Westminster College in Utah.
Michael will have a book signing for his newest publication (which was
released in August 2016) during the Saturday breaks at
10:00am and again at 3:00 pm.
**From Parent Child Press:
Written by master Montessori storyteller Michael Dorer, this comprehensive book journeys
from the basics of storytelling to how to create your own stories.
Includes over 40 complete stories matched to the Montessori curriculum and materials.
Numerous illustrations, diagrams, and charts add to the appeal of this invaluable addition to
any Montessorian’s library. Paperback, 356 pages.

Registration Key
IT-Infant & Toddler

EC-Early Childhood

MS-Middle School

EL – Elementary

ADM – Administration
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Session
1

Friday – Feb. 24

10:30 – 12:00

1-A A Day Away with Stories – pt 1

Level: All

1-B A Peaceful Start

Level: All

Use the power, enjoyment and fun of storytelling to transform your primary through elementary Montessori class with excitement, exuberance, and
whole brain learning. Join Michael in creating, telling, and listening to stories that you can use. Enter the storytelling trend by becoming a storyteller
yourself. Your new story begins today!
Michael Dorer - please see extended biography on previous page as our Special Guest Speaker.

This group activity will discuss ideas on how to start the day peacefully for students who have difficult transitions. Resources will be provided for all
attendees. With a nation seemingly full of discontent, it’s nice to have a place where our children and students feel at peace. This workshop will give
some ideas on how to start teaching peace, and our responsibility as mentors to our students.
Valerie Tuton has been associated with Montessori Children’s School in Jacksonville for almost 10 years. She was introduced to Montessori when her
children started attending. She instantly fell in love with the program and couldn’t wait to be part of all of it! She has an Associate’s degree in
Computer Technology, a Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Ed and is Montessori certified for Lower Elementary. She and her 3 children reside in
Jacksonville, NC.

1-C Fostering Peace & Transformation: Creating a Social Justice Curriculum for Montessori

Level: All

Participants will learn how to implement authentic social justice work into the Montessori classroom. They will receive samples of parent
communications, lessons, and resources for this workshop. We will discuss Racism, Classism, Sexism, Able-ism, Immigration and Peace.
This workshop will encourage teachers to share their passion for peace and justice!
Tiffany Jewell is a trained 6-9 Montessori director who has been working at the Montessori School of Northampton for over 12 years. For as long as
she can remember, she has had a passion and commitment to social justice and peace education.

1-D Creating Art with the Leaf Cabinet and Metal Insets

This workshop is limited to 25 participants

Level: EC /EL

This Make & Take workshop uses the Leaf drawers of the Botany cabinet along with Montessori Insets to create simple artwork as well as more
intricate designs by combining these materials. This workshop will be closed when it is filled to capacity of 25 participants.
Meek Duren has her degree in Marketing from St John’s University She began teaching at the Montessori School of Camden, SC in 2004 as an
Upper El assistant and then as director for Extended Day. After working as a Montessori assistant in Maryland, she returned to Camden as a Primary
Co-Director in 2011. She completed her MEPI Early Childhood certification that same year.

1-E My Place in the Universe…Our Cosmic Connection

Level: EC

In this workshop we will be using the Waseca Cosmic Nesting Boxes (with permission) to develop a study where the focus is helping your students
understand their place in the Universe. The boxes represent, in concrete form, the concept of each place contained within a smaller place. Building one
box at a time, we start with the Galaxy, Solar System, Earth, to the child’s environment and ending with the atom (the building block of all things).
This study can take 5 months or as long as you want depending on the focus of each level. Ideas will be shared about each block using South Carolina
and Charleston as examples to generate ideas you can use. To see the Boxes prior to the workshop see Wasecabiomes.org.
Jennifer Sherman lives in Charleston, SC with her husband and 2 teenage daughters. She has a BA in Special Education and her AMI Primary
certification. She has been learning from the young child in the primary Montessori community for 25 years. She founded the Oak Grove Montessori
School in 1997 – a small community where it is home to one primary classroom.

1-F MACTE Self Study Writing

Level: ADM

This workshop provides Montessori teacher preparation organizations interested in achieving MACTE accreditation guidance on how to begin the
process of writing a self-study and an overview of the process. Presenters will address topics related to accreditation, including MACTE office support,
requirements and Onsite Verification Team visits.
Cassie Bradshaw serves in the MACTE office as Vice President for Accreditation.

1-G Marrying Montessori with Social Studies & Science Standards in the Public School Setting

Level: EL

Satisfying the Montessori teachers’ desire to teach authentic curriculum but also teach to state standards is a challenge! This workshop will show you
how to marry the two curriculums and prepare for your state’s standardized tests. This presentation also differentiates to learners with special needs,
gifted, and special education students.
Allison Hutchinson has been in public school Montessori for 15 years in GA. After completing training at Athens Montessori, she began teaching in a
6-9 classroom. She then completed her 9-12 training and is now the lead Montessori teacher with the emphasis on supporting three new Montessori
teachers to her program.

1-H

Respectful Infant Caregiving

Level: IT

Come learn the way we do babies from feeding to diapering & learn respectful ways to care for infants. We will show how our school has won over
many families in our community and how we’ve designed our environment to serve children 6 weeks to 17 months.
Jessica Blevins has her Montessori certification and has worked for 4 years helping build their school’s Nido program. She helps educate parents and
trains new employees at the school. Audrey Graham has been in Montessori for 25 years and has her AMS IT certification and her RIE 1 training.
Audrey is a mother to 4 children, and Jessica has a 4 year old son – all being raised in the Montessori method.

1-I Presenting The Civil War through Primary Sources

Level: EL, MS

We will focus on teaching topics from the Civil War thru the use of photographs, letters, diaries, and manuscripts. Handouts will be available about
the major battles and events, how to lead discussions and create timelines to take back to the classrooms.
Maria Burke teaches upper Elementary at Abintra Montessori in TN. She her AMS 3-12 certification and degrees in French, Elementary Education
and Curriculum Education . She owns Lighthouse Learning, LLC
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2

Friday – Feb. 24

1:30 – 3:00

2-A A Day Away with Stories – pt 2

Level: All

2-B Making Montessori Meaningful: State & Local Advocacy

Level: All

2-C The Gift of Dyslexia

Level: All

Continue the journey as you use the power, enjoyment and fun of storytelling to transform your primary through elementary Montessori class with
excitement, exuberance, and whole brain learning. Join Michael for pt 2 in creating, telling, and listening to stories that you can use. Enter the
storytelling trend by becoming a storyteller yourself. Your new story begins today!
Michael Dorer - please see extended biography on page 4 as our Special Guest Speaker.

This workshop will review advocacy efforts at the state and local level. Efforts on a State Validation Program, recognition of the educator’s credentials
and work with state Offices of Early Education and Dept. of Education will be shared. You will learn how to engage your organization to support
Montessori.
Christine Lowry of Montessori-Now has worked with a number of state Montessori organizations and schools to guide them in their efforts to
support fully implemented Montessori Education.

We have all seen the child in our classroom who struggles putting letter together to form words. We see the frustration and despair but often are at a
loss of how to help. Understanding the cause and symptoms of dyslexia is just the beginning to eventually guiding a child in discovering the many gifts
dyslexia can bring.
Andrea Scott started her Montessori journey at age 3 when her mother founded Clay-Platte Children’s House in Kansas City. She has been a
Montessori teacher, school owner and parent. She provides Montessori training in the Kansas City area as well as guidance in countries throughout
Africa. Andrea became a dyslexia screener and consultant, after watching her nephew struggle throughout his life due to dyslexia.

2-D Guided by Nature – pt 1

(pt 2 is offered during Session 4-F) This workshop is limited to 25 participants
Level: All
Inspired by the International Montessori Congress theme in 2013, this workshop offers participants information about the benefits of following the true
nature of the child by getting the child outdoors. Children need unstructured time in nature. Learn simple and fun ways to incorporate more exposure
to nature in the lives of children. This workshop will be closed when it is filled to capacity of 25 participants.
Lynn & Michael Nehez co-founded Oak Meadow Montessori School in 1993, located on 10 acres alongside a lake in the suburbs of Atlanta, GA.
Lynn serves as Head of School and teaches Upper Elementary while Michael manages the facility and grounds.

2-E Writing Strategies for ALL Learners

This workshop is limited to 35 participants

Level: All

This “Make & Take” workshop includes folding, coloring and incorporating the meaning and purpose of grammar within language to make writing
fun! The basic strategies for early childhood lead to more dynamic writing strategies no matter what the development of the learners. Looking at a spiral
curriculum for writing will help develop the sequencing from simple sentences to complex paragraphs and essays, with editing and a true understanding
of grammar. This workshop will be closed when it is filled to capacity of 35 participants.
Nicole Householder received her M.Ed. in Montessori from St Catherine’s and has a 6-12 MEPI certification as well as Level 2 Utah state teaching
license. She has been in Montessori since 2005 and currently teaches Upper El at Maria Montessori Academy in Utah. Amy Otto is also an Upper El
teacher at Maria Montessori Academy for the past 5 years and has her 6-12 MEPI certification.

2-F MACTE Onsite Verification Team Training

Level: ADM

This workshop will provide information and training Montessori credentialed individuals who are interested in participating in OSVT visits to Teacher
Education Programs in the process of obtaining MACTE accreditation.
Dr Rebecca Pelton is the President of the Montessori Accreditation Council for Teacher Education. Teresa Noble is serving her 2nd term on the
MACTE Board of Directors.

2-G Child Can Build – Woodworking in the Classroom

Level: EC / EL

Discover how to set up a workbench in the PL area. Presentation includes philosophy, equipment, tools, supplies, introductory activities, building
methods and projects. This sequence approach promotes success, independence and safety. Give children the opportunity to sand solid shapes, make a
constellation, bed, harp, planet statue and more. Handouts will either be a 4 page document or a pdf file.
Susan Scheibenzuber is an AMS certified Early Childhood teacher who has taught over 30 years! She has been a school founder, administrator and
teacher along with being a consultant and coordinator for teacher training workshops. Her children and grandchildren have all attended Montessori
schools. She is the owner of Laughing Star Montessori.

2-H

Organic & Indigenous Instruments and World Rhythms

Level: All

Explore ways to enhance student engagement and augment your cultural studies by using world rhythms and instruments. Participants will learn and
play simple, introductory musical rhythms from around the world using “body percussion” as well as become familiar with unique instruments from
various cultures in the world paired with their history, purpose and correlation to our core cultural subjects.
Daniel Scruggs teaches music, Afro-Brazilian capoeira, meditation and cultural arts for Sundrops Montessori’s four schools. He is a longtime musical,
traveler and educator with a deep love for life and learning. Daniel has taught in both public and private schools – primary thru upper Elementary.
He has a website highlighting his talents: RhythmMoves.org

2-I Upper Elementary Round Table

Level: EL

Upper El teachers! Bring your classroom joys, concerns, challenges, or any ideas to this round table discussion. This will be a way for teachers from all
different schools to collaborate and support each other who teach this wonderfully rewarding, but sometimes challenging pre-adolescent age group.
Margo Fletcher has been teaching Montessori for 25 years. She taught primary for many years before moving to the lower elementary level. She
became upper elementary certified 3 years ago and is currently teaching at this level. Since 2007, she also has served as the Educational Director of
Sea Pines Montessori in Hilton Head.
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Session 3

Friday – Feb. 24

3-A Out of the Classroom and Into the Woods

This workshop is limited to 30 participants

3:30 – 5:00
Level: All

Based on research, we will discuss how we got our students back into nature and implemented nature activities with our classes. In this workshop
participants will create nature sculptures. Please come ready to find your creative inner naturalist in an outdoor setting.
This workshop will be closed when it is filled to capacity of 30 participants.
Monica Geiger & Sarah Tison are lower El teachers at a public Montessori school, Brockman Elementary. They have been teaching together for 16
years and are always looking for ways to improve their practice.

3-B Building a Partnership with your Assistant

Level: IT/EC

Sometimes helping a new assistant learn the ways of the classroom is challenging – especially if the classroom is already in motion with the school year
or if your assistant is new to Montessori. By touching on basic points of communication, setting standards & expectations for success and implementing
your vision of normalization, we will help shine a light on the best ways to achieve a true partnership between a lead teacher and assistant.
Lisa Howell & Sarah Galley have both worked at Charlotte Montessori School for 9 & 6 year respectively, and both Lisa & Sarah have
Infant Toddler and Early Childhood training.

3-C Supporting Food Allergies in the Classroom Environment

Level: All

Understand the most common (and rare) food allergies that you will likely encounter in your classroom. We will openly discuss awareness, safety,
preparedness and prevention of problems. This workshop is intended to empower all those who attend, to address food allergies with confidence thus
creating a safe and healthy environment for everyone.
Meghan Redman is beginning her 4th year in a Montessori classroom and 10th year working with children. In that time she has encountered many
food allergies and dietary restrictions, making it one of her passions. Her undergraduate degree also encompassed a dietetics and nutrition
concentration helping her to tackle these restrictions in fun, creative ways.

3-D Now What? Nurturing our Reflective Spirit

Level: All

John Dewey once said, “We do not learn from experience.. we learning from reflecting on experience.” In this workshop, participants will use their senses to
reflect upon experiences thru the Hands for Peace Conference thus enhancing their ability to contribute to the “ever-widening circle” of Montessori
Education.
Tina Childress is a 31 year veteran teacher in public middle school, the last 12 in a public-school Montessori environment. She received her
Montessori Adolescent certification in 2008, is a past MEPI Board member, and serves as the Silent Auction coordinator.

3-E Montessori for All

Level: All

Adapting teaching methods for students with special needs or differences is a hot topic these days. How can we, as Montessori guides, accommodate
the varying needs of these students? This workshop will focus on how Montessori education is designed to meet the needs of all students and offer old
and new strategies for making all students successful.
Teresa Noble is the Education Director for the Institute for Guided Studies (IGS) and holds a seat on the MACTE Board of Directors representing
MEPI.

3-F Maslow’s Need Hierarchy for Montessori Teachers

Level: ADM

Montessori teachers operate under a different set of assumptions than traditional teachers and have a special set of needs. This presentation / discussion
will highlight them using Abraham Maslow’s construct.
Dr John Moncure serves as headmaster of the Montessori School of Camden, SC. He is an MEPI board member and an On-Site Visitor for MACTE.
John has authored three books and numerous articles and hold s Ph.D. from Cornell University.

3-G Spiral In – Spiral Out

This workshop is limited to 25 participants

Level: All

Take a reflective and introspective journey using words and art to express where you are and where you are going. We can see things differently when
we look from a different perspective. This will be a creative workshop to help us examine our inner worlds, then guide ourselves as we grow in outward
spirals. This workshop will be closed when it is filled to capacity of 25 participants.
Beth Langley has a BA from Columbia College, is Early Childhood certified from MEPI, is a Veriditas certified labyrinth facilitator and has a love of
art – all things creative. Beth shares her love of labyrinths and presents at conferences in the US and internationally for Montessori teachers, gardeners,
art educators and labyrinth enthusiasts.

3-H

Examining your Role as a Transformed Adult

Level: All

Maria Montessori spent a great deal of time explaining the rule of the transformed adult as a guide Are you transformed? Can you measure it?
Observation is the key to understanding your role.
Dr Floyd Creech serves on the MACTE Board of Directors. He was instrumental in getting South Carolina to recognize the credential from a MACTE
teacher preparation course for licensure in the state to teach in a public/private Montessori school. He previously served as President of IAME
(International Association of Montessori Educators). He is currently the director of 3 public early childhood centers in SC utililzing the Montessori
curriculum.

3-I Infant Toddler Roundtable

Level: IT

This will be a discussion of issues, ideas and blessings that are useful for adult guides in the Montessori classroom as well as parents of Infants and
Toddlers.
Krista Schauss received her Infant Toddler Montessori certification in 2006. Kayla Bass is an IT intern, Both Krista and Kayla have spent 13 years
in the toddler environment.
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Session
4

Saturday – Feb. 25

10:30 – 12:00

4-A Guiding Montessori Thru Change: Planned & Unplanned. The 6 Principles of Transformation - Pt 1

Level: All

Pt 1 of a 2 pt workshop. Guiding schools thru change requires people to examine and refine current thinking and behavior. To help this transforming
process, Montessori leaders can apply 6 principles of adaptive work. Participants will learn how to become more reflective and effective leaders by
applying these principles. Learning the characteristics of effective change agent is the first step to becoming one. Participants will come away with a
workbook to take home. This is for all Montessorians who are, or seek to be, better leaders in their Montessori schools
Jonathan Wolff - please see bio in Keynote on page 3. Andrew Kutt is founder of the Oneness-Family School in Maryland. He has nearly 30 years
experience as a Montessori teacher, administrator, teacher trainer and consultant, He is the author “Living in Harmony”, a book of virtue lessons.

4-B Every Child is Special: Managing Special Needs in the Montessori Classroom

Level: All

This workshop will focus on the management and support of children with special educational, emotional, and social needs in the Montessori
classroom. Participants will have the opportunity to share their stories or needs with the goal of providing all participants with concrete tools,
techniques, and tricks to use in their classrooms.
Christine Lowry, M.Ed has worked with special needs Montessori students for over 20 years. With her commitment to serving all children, she has
developed management techniques and tools for successful inclusion of most all students in Montessori environments.

4-C Rediscovering the Many Uses of Nomenclature Cards

Level: IT/EC/EL

Let’s rediscover the use of nomenclature cards in the Montessori classroom. We all have been taught slightly different variations on lessons involving
nomenclature cards. In fact, cards may look different and depending on where you live, cultural terminology may be introduced. Enjoy an interactive
conversation as a valuable resource during the presentation.
Carrie Allen has been an Early Childhood educator for over 25 years. She holds a degree in EC education and is NCME Montessori Primary
certified. Carrie is currently a fulltime trainer, consultant, and owner of Early Learningscapes, LLC.

4-D A Conversation with Montessori Directors

Level: ADM

As Directors, we often fill many roles as leadership of staff, guiding children, budgeting, hiring, parent relations, admissions and much more! This
open forum is a chance to share ideas, experiences and success stories with each other. Please bring a prepared list of questions you would like to ask
other Directors and Administrators.
Rachel Buechler is originally from Lancashire, England and now lives in Charlotte, NC. She has her Infant Toddler Montessori certification and is
currently the Assistant Director at Charlotte Montessori School. Michelle Cochran has over 15 years experience as a teacher and holds degrees in
Early Childhood Education and Child & Family Studies. She earned her Administrator credential in 2012 and is currently the Director at
Charlotte Montessori School.

4-E Introduction to Mindfulness, Meditation, Relaxation & Breathing Techniques

Level: All

Learn simple & practical mindfulness tools for both students & adults. Participants will utilize breathing, visualization and gentle movement techniques
to assist with concentration, relaxation, as well as promoting holistic well being within. Information regarding current research and trends on the
subject of mindfulness will also be included in the presentation.
Daniel Scruggs Please see his bio under session 2-H.

4-F Guided by Nature – pt 2

This workshop is limited to 25 participants

Level: All

Part 2 of this workshop is a Hands-on nature walk and make and take art activity. (Pt 1 is offered during Session 2-D)
This workshop will be closed when it is filled to capacity of 25 participants.
Lynn & Michael Nehez - Please see their bios under Session 2-D

4-G Storytelling the Old Fashioned Way

Level: EC

Want to do more than simply read a story? How about using props? Come experience Cut and Tell stories, flannel-board stories, and maybe some you
haven’t seen before. Participants will come away with several stories to use in their classrooms.
Luanne Hendricks-Taylor has taught for 35 years – 22 of those in a public school Montessori classroom. She teaches in Lauren’s District of SC
and is an instructor for MEPI under the Institute for Guided Studies. She has her Masters as a Reading Specialist.

4-H

First Day Successes – (Bag of Tricks)

Level: All

This is probably you on the first day of school…a million butterflies all in a frenzy in your stomach: Is my classroom ready for the children? Is the
environment appealing to them? Do I have enough metal inset papers? Have I sharpened all the pencils? Is the snack table ready? Where are all those
new polish cloths I got last week? In fact, you are never fully prepared for the first day of school. So take a peek at a wonderful bag of tricks that will
ease your way (and the children’s) into the school year.
Jayanthi Rajagopalan has been a master Teacher at the Canadian Montessori Teacher Education Institute since 2000 and Director of Abacus
Montessori & Private School in Toronto. Besides teaching, she happily “wastes” her time on her 2 Montessori grandchildren and in social service
within her community.

4-I Tips, Tools, Techniques – Effective Public Charter Montessori School Management Strategies

Level: All

Public charter schools have an incredible opportunity to aid in providing access to a Montessori education that would be out of reach to thousands of
children. By demonstrating strong outcomes and adherence to Montessori core philosophical principles, charter schools can be a trendsetter in public
education. In this workshop, participants will gain valuable insights and discuss implementation tools and techniques to elevate the effectiveness of
their Montessori school. The tips and resources shared could be beneficial for development and data driven decision making, Advisory Team formation
and utilization, building strong community partnerships, powerful parent education and engaging your Board of Directors.
Kacee Weaver and Stephanie Speicher are involved in a large charter school in Utah, Maria Montessori Academy, serving over 600 students. Stephanie is
school director and Kacee is the Curriculum Specialist.
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Session
5

Saturday – Feb. 25

1:30 – 3:00

5-A Guiding Montessori Thru Change: Planned & Unplanned. The 6 Principles of Transformation Pt 2

Level: All

5-B Science Experiments in the Children’s House Classroom

Level: All

5-C Stick to the Recipe

Level: All

Pt 2 of a 2 pt workshop. Please see workshop description from Pt 1 – Session 4-A.
Jonathan Wolff & Andrew Kutt Please see these bios under Pt 1 – Session 4-A.

During this session, Patrick will demonstrate and encourage participants to conduct several of his favorite experiments and talk about how to introduce
the topic, hypothesize, and discuss the outcome of the experiments.
Patrick McGlinchy has taught at Children’s House, Chelmsford, MA since 2005. He holds a bachelor degree in Political Science. After working for
10 years in politics, he fulfilled his true desire to be a Montessori teacher. He attended Montgomery Montessori Institute in MD and has his AMS
certification.

Today we want to attract clientele and often we fall in the trap of saying “yes” to many requests of the parents and we forget the essentials, the basic
ingredients that made Montessori pedagogy known around the world as so beneficial to the children. Our schools are not buffets where parents
choose from this and that. They are environments created to reveal the child to the child. Let’s revisit those fundamental criteria that make Montessori
so extraordinary: work period, materials, training…Take the time to look at these elements and find respect for what our schools are and will keep on
being.
Pascale Quirion was seduced by Montessori 28 years ago when it was time to find the best place for her daughter. Since then, she completed her 3-6
training, was the owner of her own school for 10 years, and worked in many schools as a casa teacher. For 4 years she worked as a pedagogic guide for
teacher and supported parents in a Montessori daycare. She is a trainer in Quebec City for the Canadian Institute where she is also a consultant .

5-D Parent Education Curriculum

Level: EC/ADM

This workshop has fun and easy ideas for parent education. The curriculum is based on monthly meetings that are 45-60 minutes each.
Martha Teien - MEd. owns and directs a small primary school in the mountains of Colorado. She has a parent education program that is very
popular and historically has an 88% attendance rate. Martha is the current President of MEPI.

5-E Timelines: Cosmic Connections

Level: EL

In their book, “Children of the Universe”, Montessorians Michael & D’Neil Duffy sum up the purpose of Cosmic Education: “This 6 year Montessori
experience give the elementary students opportunities to appreciate their roots in the universe, to sense their place in its context, and to embrace the role this defines for their
lives.” Timelines are a vital part of the Cultural and Cosmic Education. They play in important role in opening lines of inquiry, establishing context,
and launching students into larger society. In addition to traditional linear timelines, students in our program make converging or diverging timelines.
This is an approach I developed in which students choose an object or event, contextualize it on a timeline while creating a timeline of their own life.
These then either converge or diverge from intersecting points. This approach respects children’s desire to understand themselves and feel important. It
also inspires them to see themselves as significant participants in the unfolding of civilization and culture. You will see student generated examples as
well as a presentation of approach to making timelines.
Deirdre Sheets has been an Upper Elementary Director at Bloomington Montessori school, IN since 2005. She holds a 6-12 MEPI certification and
has personal passions in history, geography, environmental studies and art.

5-F The Ups & Downs in Planning & Opening a Montessori School

Level: All

When we decided to open our Montessori school, a long journey with a steep learning curve began. Some things were very prescribed by the state
while other things were left to interpretation. This workshop will share some of the knowns and unknowns in opening a school.
Dr Teresa Turner and Mayor Walter Turner Please see their bios in Session 6-F.

5-G Embracing the Jewish Holidays thru Art

This workshop is limited to 25 participants

Level: All

This Make & Take workshop will use a variety of mediums to present different art activities to help teach and embrace the Jewish holidays. During our
session, you will make an example of each work, and learn how to introduce these “works” in your own environment.
This workshop will be closed when it is filled to capacity of 25 participants.
Karen Kissell has been teaching & working in Montessori for almost 30 years. She has a Ph.D. in early childhood education, is a past MEPI Board
member and currently the Principal at Chai Tots Montessori in Ohio. Laura Rossey has her Infant Toddler Montessori certification, a Masters in
Educational Administration and has worked in the education field for the last 20 years.

5-H

Enhancing Social Justice in the Classroom Experientially

Level: All

Social justice is critical to having a peaceful classroom. Using Picower’s research, you will discover and participate in experiential activities to create
social justice activities that span early childhood to adolescents. We will focus on concepts of learning, interdisciplinary cohesion, and critical thinking
all geared toward a social justice minded classroom. How to utilize materials that are already present will be discussed. Dress to be active!
Stephanie Speicher has a Bachelor’s degree in Social Sciences and a Masters of Education. She is working on her Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction.
She currently serves as Director of Maria Montessori Academy in UT – a public Montessori school serving over 650 students.

5-I Recover your Passion: Open the Door and walk with me thru Montessori Schools to Observe the Wonder & Work

Level: All

The Prepared Environments and living the Montessori way provide our students with a 3 hour uninterrupted work cycle allowing time to notice through
wonder and question critically to problem solve. It allows for planned community meetings which tie into world issues and provides literature to trigger
the emotion to drive passion, which connects empathy with cognitive skills. It gives teachers the time to listen and understand each learner so as to
believe that each child is a jewel and acknowledge their own brilliance.
LaDene Conroy is a 34 year veteran teacher in education – serving 30 years in Charleston Cty School District. She has been a principal by request to
help in challenging situations and was honored for her work and advocacy in the Montessori world as one of Charleston’s Most Progressive People.
She is a new MEPI Board member and remains a teacher of teachers always and regards this as the most important role in our schools.
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Session
6

Saturday – Feb. 25

6-A Teaching to Every Child’s Potential

3:30 – 4:30
Level: All

Through no fault of their own, many children enter classrooms each morning dis-regulated, tired, hungry or stressed. This workshop helps teachers use
long-term perspective, empathy and personal connection to help students strengthen coping and self-regulation skills so they can recognize their
potential as a scholar and positive community contributor.
Jen Heeter is a founding teacher at Urban Montessori Charter in East Oakland. She is committed to providing Montessori methodology to all students
and teaching with equity in the public school setting with a diverse student body.

6-B Creative Co-Teaching: Working Together beyond One Classroom

Level: All

Learn how to creatively work with fellow teachers in and out of your classroom! You will hear the story of how two teachers successfully expanded
from one into two separate classrooms while maintaining a close working relationship and one cohesive community. You’ll receive communication,
scheduling and creative co-teaching examples!
Tiffany Jewell & Susan Morrison have been co-teaching for 10 years! They love sharing their knowledge and passion for teaching with their students!

6-C Emotional Wellness

Level: All

6-D Ever-Widening Circles of Peace in Montessori

Level: All

Caregivers promote healthy development by working to support social emotional wellness in all young children, and make every effort to prevent the
occurrence or escalation of social emotional problems in children at-risk, identifying and working to remediate problems that surface, and when
necessary, referring children and their families to appropriate services.
Aja Staniszewski has over 16 years teaching experience in Montessori Infant/Toddler, Primary and Lower Elementary. She has been in Montessori
administration for 10 years and 5 of those in educational therapy. She holds a PhD in Educational Psychology, Integrative Medicine. Aja is currently
on the MEPI Board of Directors and serves as Secretary for MEPI.

In a Montessori holistic approach, the circles of Peace have an essential place. We will look closer at these ever-widening circles with a short power
point presentation and then work in groups to look closer on how and why these circles grow.
Sandra Pokos is the owner and director of Little Heart Montessori School in Croatia. She is an Early Childhood teacher trainer for MEPI and a
trainer of trainers for International Educational Management Studies. She has served on the MEPI board as well as being a member of the Teacher
Education Committee for MEPI.

6-E Children’s Yoga Activities

Level: EC

This workshop will focus on helping children understand inner peace by using music, stories, and fun yoga activities.
Anahita Faroogh is a teacher trainer for the Canadian Montessori Teacher Education Institute. She is trained as a Children’s Yoga Instructor and
owns 2 Montessori schools. Teaching Montessori is her passion and she enjoys spending each day with the children.

6-F Recognition and Compensation of Staff beyond the Paycheck

Level: ADM

Because funding in our schools is not always at the levels we wish them to be, compensating our staff for their work and dedication can be difficult.
This workshop will reflect on a few of the ways that we have found to recognize and compensate our dedicated staff beyond the hourly wage. It will
also provide time to elicit ideas from the rich contributions of the participants.
Dr Teresa Turner & Mayor Walter Turner opened Montessori JOY Learning Center in 2013. Together, the Turners have a wide range of
experiences including working in civil service, private industry, owning a training business, and ultimately opening their school.

6-G Geometry Extensions & Making Geometry a Kinesthetic Experience

Level: EL

6-H

Level: All

After the Montessori presentations, reinforce the geometry lessons with kinesthetic lessons. Have the students be a part of the shapes as they describe
what they are making. Be prepared in the workshop to participate kinesthetically in the lesson. Geometry and math extensions will also be suggested
and shown.
Teena Kyer has worked with upper elementary students since 1999 at the Montessori School of Florence. She also is a teacher educator for the
Palmetto Montessori Institute. Her degrees are in Elementary Education and Learning disabilities. .

The Bridge Shelf

Armed with only a sense of humor and her newly received Early Childhood certification, one Toddler teacher takes on the biggest challenge to date:
a non-normalized, anything but prepared, wild and crazy Primary classroom. What transpired in her first year was truly hilarious, harrowing, and
would have only caused Maria Montessori to shudder once. Join Sarah as she recaps the events, which many of us experience, that led her (and
hopefully each participant) to believe in the Montessori philosophy and how we can all became “The Bridge Shelf”.
Sarah Galley has worked at Charlotte Montessori since 2010. She has her BA in Language from UNC-Charlotte, as well as her IT and EC Montessori
certification. She was the recipient of the AMS Living Legacy Scholarship in 2015 and served as a board member for NCMC.

6-I Bridging the Gap between Toddler and Early Childhood

Level: IT, EC, ADM

The transition from the Toddler classroom to the Early Childhood classroom is tough. Just like any big change there are obstacles to overcome and
hurdles to cross. However, this big change does not have to be as stressful and painful as we sometimes make it to be. Join us as we explore ways to
make this transition successful and joyful for the student, parent and teacher!
Alexis Weixel & Amber Mondie both work at Chesapeake Montessori School in Virginia. Alexis is AMS certified in Early Childhood and Amber is
AMS certified in Infant/Toddler. Together they have over 19 years experience working in Montessori schools.
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Bonus; Sessions
9:00am – 10:00am

Sunday – Feb. 26
Laughter Yoga with Kristie

Level: All

Easy and fun exercises for health and happiness! Reduce stress instantly! Strengthen your immune system! Laughter helps to keep
you in a good mood and cheerful disposition throughout your day. Laughter Yoga oxygenates your brain and makes you feel more
energetic which helps you keep a positive mental attitude in difficult times.
If you can experience this, then it will be easy to take this back to your classroom to help your students through their difficult
transitions in life. It’s a great way to start your day in the classroom and gets everyone, adults and students, on the happy road to
cheerful productivity!
Kristie Norwood has been involved in Montessori environments since 2003. She currently works at the Institute for Guided Studies as Director of

Student Affairs and is an MEPI conference committee member. She has been a certified Laughter Yoga instructor since 2012 and is co-leader of the
Columbia, South Carolina Laughter Yoga Club. She fully believes that laughing is the easiest, fastest, and the most inexpensive way to live a happy life.

9:00am

Run and Ride with Martha

Level: All

What better way to end a fabulous and full weekend than to unwind with a healthy run on the beach!
If running is not your cup of tea we will have bikes to rent to accompany the runners on the hard-pack sand, which is perfect for beach
biking.
All levels of fitness are welcome. Walkers too!! Getting outside is what is important and an opportunity to spend some down time at
the rejuvenating atmosphere of the ocean before heading back to our homes and schools.
Bike rentals for our group are $14 for 4 ½ hours of use!
Be one of the 1st TEN registrants for this activity and have your $14 fee reimbursed at the conference!
Martha Teien owns and directs a small primary school in the mountains of Colorado where she enjoys the crisp mountain air on her daily jogs. She is
the current President of MEPI and has the ability to enthusiastically get the Board of Directors up and out of our meeting chairs and into the outdoors
to regroup, renew, and refresh!
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Registration Information
How to Register
All registrations are done on-line, through the MEPI website. The MEPI office will send a
confirmation email when your registration is received.
Click or go to: www.mepiforum.org
Early registration rates are good until Friday, January 20, 2017. Registering after this date will
result in a $100 rate increase.
On site registration is not available.
If your school is a MEPI school, you still need to be an individual member of MEPI to qualify for
member rates. All memberships renew in February.
Rates & Fees
MEPI individual membership

$50

Full Conference – Member rate

$215

Full Conference – non-member rate

$275 (You may become a member NOW and save $10 on your registration fee!)

1 Day Registration – Member rate

$175

1 Day Registration – non member rate

$235 (You may become a member NOW and save $10 on your registration fee!)

Montessori Intern

$145 (Full or 1 day Registration)

Friday Dinner

$45

Sunday Bike Rental

$14 (Reimbursed at the conference to the first 10 registrants)

Payment for your early registration must be received by Feb. 1, 2017 to avoid a $25 monthly late fee.

To register – go to the MEPI website and scroll down to “Registration” on the 2017 Conference page.

Cancellation Policy
•
•
•
•

Fees are non-refundable after Jan. 8, 2017.
If you find, after Jan. 8, 2017 you are unable to attend, for any reason, you may transfer your registration to another
person, or receive a letter of donation from MEPI for tax purposes.
Cancellations received, in writing, prior to Jan. 8, 2017, will have a $40 cancellation fee deducted.
Memberships are non-refundable.

;

Additional Information
Lodging Information:
East Beach Conference Center ~ Kiawah Island Golf Resort
1 Sanctuary Beach Dr. - Kiawah Island, SC 29455
East Bedroom – *1 bedroom Scenic View Villa = $118**
East Bedroom – *2 bedroom Scenic View Villa = $163**
*All Villas have full kitchens and washer/dryer.
*Free Wi-Fi.
**Rates are guaranteed until Jan 24, 2017 after which rates and space are on available basis.
Call for reservations and please mention
Montessori Educational Programs – Booking Code 12970
to receive these rates which also gives MEPI credit for your stay.
1-800-654-2924 toll free ~ 1-843-768-2121 local & International

Transportation Information
The closest airport is Charleston International (CHS) – approx. 35 miles from the resort
Rental cars are available at the airport. Free parking is available at each Villa.
Taxis run approx. $85 one way.

Cancellation Policy
Fees are non-refundable after Jan. 8, 2017.
If you find, after Jan. 8, 2017 you are unable to attend, for any reason, you may transfer your
registration to another person, or receive a letter of donation from MEPI for tax purposes.
Cancellations received, in writing, prior to Jan. 8, 2017, will have a $40 cancellation fee deducted.
Memberships are non-refundable.
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MEPI Leadership
Martha Teien - President
John Moncure - Vice President
Aja Staniszewski - Secretary

Nouha Batshon - Council of Elders
Marianne Bivins - Council of Elders

Flo Hart - Treasurer

Beti Wyn Holcombe - Council of Elders

Mary Helen Cline – Education Chair

Warren McPherson - Council of Elders

Luanne Hendricks-Taylor – Teacher Ed Chair
Mary Cusack – Executive Coordinator
Kacee Weaver- Member
Marie Therese Bishay- Member

Melody Mosby - Council of Elders
Marguerite Richardt - Council of Elders
Sheryl Sweet-Miller - Council of Elders

LaDene Conroy - Member
Nicolette Householder- Member
Karen Mangham- Member

History of MEPI

Montessori Educational Programs
International (MEPI) was founded in 1995 by a
group of 8 representatives of teacher education
programs interested in promoting peace through
authentic Montessori education and practice.

Dr. Helen K. Billings, an inspiring leader in Montessori education, was instrumental in
guiding this organization’s formation. Through her global network, she encouraged these 8
MEPI founders, along with
countless others, to adopt the
Montessori philosophy into
their lives and especially in
their work as educators.
To this purpose, MEPI
offers education programs
across the US, and in 7 foreign
countries. In addition, MEPI
insures cooperation with
MACTE by having a seat on
their board, and working in
conjunction with MACTE
through periodic reassessment
and revision of policies,
procedures, standards, and
criteria.

Dr. Helen K. Billings
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